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Jewish patronage in non Jewish Society

The history of the Rothschild
Library in Frankfurt am Main

From paper to online
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The special case of Frankfurt am Main

Continuous history of the Jewish

community
Patriotism of Jewish citizens to
hometown Frankfurt m@gg%&n

Economic center - concentration of
wealthy Jewish families, bankers
and merchants - Origin of the
Rothschild-Family

Philantropy - Jewish and non
Jewish framework

Cultural sphere — The Rothschild
Library

Dr. Rachel Heuberger, Judaica Division, Univerkityrary Frankfurt am N
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Judengasse in the map of Matthdus Merian, 1628

Dr. Rachel Heuberger, Judaica Division, Univerkityrary Frankfurt am Main
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Transformation of Jewish Philantropy

Zedaka = philantropy as Mitsvah
Encouragement of talents and arts

Emancipation and formation of Jewish upper middle
class

Getting acceptance by promoting culture and sciences
Integration by reducing prejudice and antisemitism
Engagement of women

Dr. Rachel Heuberger, Judaica Division, Universiyrary Frankfurt am Main 4
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Bldnisserie der lint
Scuder Rothschild,
gemalt von Moritz
Danid Oppenheim,
FrankMurt 1836, nach
aten Aufnahmen: die
Serie ist vermutlich
wrcholien. Darge-
stelt sind:

Aamschel {(1773-1855),
Qlomon

(1774- 1855),

Nathan (1777 18136),
Cal(1788- 1855),
Jaboby (Jarmes)
{1792-1868)

# europeana

- Ll i LS
< L v
o - - ’. - o “vSa
- AL . - . " e -
 Er——y* P N T S R
. - a3 - - -

Judaica Europeana



3

9P’ HNPjURI-IUN AN

Dr. Rachel Heuberger, Judaica Division, Univerkityrary Frankfurt am Main

%

# europeana

Judaica Europeana



l ’ B europeana
Judaica Europeana

9P M NPjULRL-1UN MANMN

Rothschild Library

Founded 1887 by Hannah Louise In
remembrance of her father, Mayer Carl
Modell of ,Public Free Library* —
For citizens of Frankfurt

Library of humanities

books on modern German, English
and French Literature, Arts, music,
theatre

Youth books

All about the Rothschilds — Informations about the
family and the bank — incl. pressclippings

Dr. Rachel Heuberger, Judaica Division, Univerkityrary Frankfurt am Main 8
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 Mayer Carl von
Rothschild
(1820-1886)

Dr. Rachel Heuberger, Judaica Division, Univerkityrary Frankfurt am Main
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January 1888 — Bethmannstr. 1

1895 — move to Untermainkai 15

(former family residence of

Carl Mayer),

financial support from Rothschild-families in London and Paris
1905 Addition of Untermainkai 14 (today the Jewish Museum)

Dr. Rachel Heuberger, Judaica Division, Univerkityrary Frankfurt am Main 11



Die Frhl. Carl von Rothschildsche Offentliche
Bibliothek

Officially opened
on January 3rd 1888

Finance and
Administration by Hannah
Louise von Rothschild

Free use and open access
Extensive opening hours
Since 1893 Foundation
Professionalism

Dr. Rachel Heuberger, Judaica Division, Univerkityrary Frankfurt am Main
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Christian Wilhelm Berghoffer (1859-1938)
(Librarian 1887-1928)

Books
1888 - 3.500 volumes
1900 - 41.000
1913 - 75.000

1945 —130.000

(Library: — 900.000)

Dr. Rachel Heuberger, Judaica Division Universigrary Frankfurt am Main
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History
1928 Transfer to the City of
Frankfurt

Director: Joachim Kirchner

1933 Separating ,Jewish
and marxist literature*

1933 Name changes into
,Library of modern literature
and music

(,Bibliothek fur neuere
Sprachen und Musik®)

1935 Erasing all traces of
the Rothschild-Name

1945 Integration into the
University Library

Dr. Rachel Heuberger, Judaica Division, Univerkityrary Frankfurt am Main
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Online Portal ,Rothschild Literatur

Collection of paper clippings from international
newspapers about the family members and the business

Unique copy of 33 volumes with 20.000 articles from all
over the world from 1886-1926

Collection of illustrations about the Rothschild Library /
1890 — 1928

Portal of Rothschild Literature — all sources digitized

Free online database
Fulltextsearch with OCR / Abbyy Fine Reader

Dr. Rachel Heuberger, Judaica Division, Univerkityrary Frankfurt am Main 17
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