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What is Europeana? 



Europeana is ... 

Ą a portal for Europeôs libraries, 

museums and archives 

 

Ą a digital platform for innovation and 

services 

 

Ą a network which represents 3000 

cultural institutions through its 

structure of 150 aggregators 

 

      Center for Moroccan 

Judaism, Brussels,  

Gold and coral necklace, 

Tafilalet (XVIII) 

http://www.athenaplus.eu/getImage.php?id=120&w=800&h=600&f=0&.jpg


The mission 

Europeana is a trusted source for collective memory and a 

representation of European cultural heritage online.  
 

Europeana belongs to the public. Its mission is to 

 

V  make cultural heritage openly accessible in a digital way 

 

V  create new ways for people to engage with their cultural history, 

  whether itôs for work, learning or pleasure 

 

Vbe a catalyst for change in the world of cultural heritage 



History of Europeana  

Ą 2005: Jacques Chirac wrote to European Commission President 

recommending the creation of a virtual European library 
 

Ą 2007: European Digital Library Network ï EDLnet ï began building 

Europeana, funded by the EC 
 

Ą 2008: Europeana prototype launched  
 

Ą 2010: prototype became an operational service under the ECôs 

Competitiveness and Innovation Framework  
 

Ą 2011: New Renaissance Report  endorses Europeana as óthe reference point 

for European culture onlineô 
 

Ą 2012: Europeana  metadata released under CC0 waiver, making it freely 

available for re-use 



Core functions 

Ą Engage ï to cultivate new ways  

for people to participate in their  

cultural heritage 

 

 

 

Ą Aggregate ï to build the open, trusted 

source for European cultural content 

 

 

 

Ą Facilitate ï to support the cultural  

heritage sector through knowledge  

transfer, innovation and advocacy 

 

 

 

Ą Distribute ï to make heritage 

available to people wherever they 

are, whenever they want it 

 



Benefits for providers and users 

ÅEuropeanaôs search engine helps users to explore diverse collections. Users can 

find and filter related information held elsewhere or in other formats: the providerôs 

content gains from association with linked material.   

ÅEuropeana exposes partnersô metadata to search engines, making deep web 

content accessible. 

ÅEuropeana drives traffic to the collectionsô sites by linking users back to the 

provider's website.  

ÅUsers today expect content to be integrated - to see videos, look at images, read 

texts and listen to sounds in the same space.  

ÅEuropeana provides a set of APIs through which the data may be re-used and 

enriched with the use of LOD and partners data. 

 

 
x 



Europeôs cultural heritage portal 

Å 41.6m records from  

Å 3000 heritage institutions 

 

Å Books, newspapers, journals, 

letters, archival papers 

Å Paintings, maps, drawings, 

photographs 

Å Music, spoken word, radio 

broadcasts 

Å Film, newsreels, television 

Å Curated exhibitions 



Europeana content 

Ą 41.6 million items   

From every domain:          

galleries, libraries, archives, 

museums, audiovisual 

collections 

From 36 countries  

including the US 

 

Ą Portal interface available in 31 

languages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ą 24+ million images  

Ą 16+ million texts  

Ą 520,196 sounds  

Ą 457,260 videos  

Ą 21,260 3D objects 

Ą Video and sound = 2.5% of 

Europeana content but 

users10-times more likely to 

click on audiovisual content 

than any other kind 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What makes up a Europeana record? 

 

 

 

 

Thumbnail/preview 

Metadata 

Link to digital objects 

online  



Who provides 

content to 

Europeana? 

 



Who submits data to Europeana? 

Domain Aggregators National initiatives 

Audiovisual 

collections 

National Aggregators 

Regional  

Aggregators Archives 

Thematic  

collections 

Libraries 

e.g. Musées 

Lausannois 

 

e.g.  

Culture 

Grid, 

Culture.fr 

 

e.g. The 

European 

Library 

e.g. APEX 

e.g. EUScreen, 

European Film 

Gateway 

e.g. Judaica Europeana, 

Europeana Fashion 

e.g. EUScreen,  

European Film Gateway 

e.g. Judaica Europeana, 

Europeana Fashion 

e.g. 

Culture 

Grid, 

Culture.fr 

 



Europeana and the Public Domain agenda 

Å Europeana belongs to the public and must 

represent the public interest. 

 

Å The Public Domain is the material from which 

society derives knowledge and fashions new 

cultural works. 

 

Å A thriving Public Domain is essential to the 

social and economic well-being of society. 

 

Å Digitisation of Public Domain content does not 

create new rights over it: works that are in the 

Public Domain continue to be in PD once they 

have been digitised. 
 

Europeana releases metadata into the  

Public Domain using the Creative  

Commons - CC0 public domain license. 

 



One museumôs experience on releasing content to Public Domain 

http://de.slideshare.net/janeatcc/cc-cultural-heritage 



Some figures (December 2014) 

http://de.slideshare.net/janeatcc/cc-cultural-heritage 



Accessing and re-using 

Europeana data 



How do users access Europeana content? 

Europeana provides content in the usersô workflow ï where they 

want it, when they want it. 

Ą Europeana portal 

via searches, virtual exhibitions, featured items 
 

Ą Project portals/exhibitions 

Judaica Europeana, óYiddish Theatre in Londonô 
 

Ą Websites and apps using Europeana API ï devised at 

hackathons or independently 
 

Ą Social media/blogs 

Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Retronaut 

 

 

 

 



Europeanaôs huge dataset open for re-use 

Å In 2012, Europeanaôs metadata became available free of restrictions  

 under the terms of the Creative Commons Zero Public Domain  

 Dedication ï CC0. 

 

Å Great news for developers 

 

Å API 

ÅHack4Europe! held in different locations across Europe, where 

developers have access to the API and two days to create an app 

using it. 

ÅSearch widgets for websites 

ÅIndependent development ï anyone can request API-keys 

 

ÅLinked Open Data ï a subset of data is available for use in LOD initiatives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Development of new Apps 



Ten most popular queries in 2014 

Å 2.1 million unique searches performed in 

2014   

1. Vincent van Gogh 

2. Mucha  

3. Hieronymus Bosch  

4. Edward Munch 

5. Photography WWI 

6. Belgrade postcard WWI 

7. Rembrandt  

8. Mode Longchamp  

9. Picasso  

10. Map  

Å 85 million impressions on Europeana 

portals, social media, wikimedia in 2014 

 



Working together: Judaica Europeana and AthenaPlus 

      Judaica Europeana 

Å A coordinator of Jewish heritage 

content for Europeana 
 

Å A network of Jewish heritage 

collections/institutions working 

together to provide integrated 

access to their collections 
 

Å Dissemination of Europeanaôs 

technology and best practice 
 

Å LOD publishing via JudaicaLink  

 judaicalink.org 
 

 www.judaica-europeana.eu 

  AthenaPlus 

Å An aggregator of content for 

Europeana 
 

Å A best practice network on 

access to cultural heritage for 

Europeana 
 

Å Developer of terminology and 

creative tools for reuse of 

content 
 

 www.athenaplus.eu 

http://www.athenaplus.eu/getImage.php?id=120&w=800&h=600&f=0&.jpg


Athenaplus.eu 

Å 40 partners from 21 countries led by 

ICCU, Rome who will 
 

Å contribute 3.6 millions metadata records 

to Europeana, from the public and private 

sectors, with a focus on museums. 
 

Å improve retrieval of content with a 

multilingual terminology platform,  SKOS 

export and publication tool/API for 

content providers. 
 

Å experiment with tools for re-use of 

enriched metadata for tourism, heritage 

institutions and schools. 

 Tools under development 

 

Å TMP, Thesaurus Management 

Platform 

 

Å Movio:  virtual exhibitions 

 

Å CityQuest:  tourism 

 

Å School Trip: education 

 

http://www.athenaplus.eu/getImage.php?id=120&w=800&h=600&f=0&.jpg


TMP ï Thesaurus Management Platform 

Å Creation / editing of thesauri 

Å Specification of all types of 

hierarchical relations: generic, 

instantial, partitive 

Å Extensive concept information: 

notes, images etc. 

Å Management of multilingualism 

Å Integration of ISO standards 

Å Import and export in SKOS, JSON 

and RDF 

Å Thesaurus mapping 

 

 athenaplus.thesaurus.condillac.org 
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MOVIO, a platform for building digital exhibitions 

Å A Semantic Content Management 

System 

Å Multimedia, multilingual 

Å Open source software 

Å A set of tools and services: ontology 

builder, storyteller, timeline and 

Google maps, image galleries 

Å Online tutorials 

Å Movio Hub, an online catalogue of 

digital exhibitions 

Å AthenaPlus Digital Exhibitions 

Working Group 

Å DEMES, a metadata standard  
 

 
wiki.athenaplus.eu/index.php/MOVIO 


